The Young Peacemaker

Lesson 9: Altering Choices
Reader’s Theater:  Test Cheat, Shredded Sheet 

Characters:  
Tony – loves all kinds of activities, except studying


Mr. Chung – Tony’s teacher



Narrator 


Sound

Narrator:  Some people feel trapped because they keep making the same my-way choices over and over and over again.  Does it have to be that way?  God says we can change.  There is hope.  Let’s take a look at Tony, who keeps making the same bad choice, but will soon have an opportunity to start doing what’s right.  [Introduces characters]
Mr. Chung:  Tony, I’ll give you one more chance.  
Tony:  Yes, Mr. Chung?

Mr. Chung:  You have cheated on homework and tests, and we’ve talked about this.  If you cheat one more time you will face serious consequences.

Tony:  I understand.

Mr. Chung:  Now you know we have a big history test on Thursday.  If you want to pass this class, what do you need to do?

Tony:  I need to not cheat.

Mr. Chung:  And?

Tony: Uh, [pause] study?
Mr. Chung:  Alright.  Today is Monday.  You have time to prepare.

Tony:  [With determination] Ok.  This time, I’ll be ready for that test.

Mr. Chung:  I’m glad to hear it. And Tony, remember, it’s never too late to start doing what’s right.
Narrator:  But that Monday night, instead of studying...

Tony:  It’s only Monday.  I have lots of time to study on other days.  I think I’ll watch TV.

Narrator:  And on Tuesday, he got a phone call.

Tony:  Hi, John.  Uh, no, I’m not busy. Sure, I’d love to play basketball tonight.

Narrator:  And Wednesday, the night before the test...

Tony:  My new comic book came.  I’ve been waiting for this for weeks.  I’ll read this tonight and get up early to study for that history test.

Narrator: But Thursday morning came and...

Tony:  Oh no!  I didn’t realize this test covered 6 chapters!  I haven’t even looked at my notes all week.  There’s no way I can review all six chapters this morning.  What am I going to do?

Narrator:  As he began to panic, a thought flashed through his mind.

Tony:  Hmmmm....Matt just moved to the seat next to me.  Since he is the class brain and always gets 100’s on his tests, I’ll copy off his paper and Mr. Chung won’t find out that I didn’t study!

Narrator:  Yes, Tony thought he had it all figured out.

Tony:  What was I so worried about.  You don’t have to study if you’re smart like me.

Narrator:  So during history class, Tony spent a lot of time leaning towards Matt.

Tony:  [To himself]  This is working great.  Matt writes so big and clearly that I can 

Mr. Chung: [Interupting] Tony!

Tony:  [Surprised] Ahhhh!  You startled me Mr. Chung.

Mr. Chung:  You need to be more than startled.  I saw you looking at Matt’s answers.  Give me your paper. 

Sound:  Paper ripping repeatedly
Tony:  Nooo!! My test!  What are you doing?

Mr. Chung:  I’m giving you the grade you deserve for cheating.  ZERO!

Narrator:  Tune in next time when you’ll hear Mr. Chung say...
Mr. Chung:  It’s never too late to start doing what’s right.
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