The Young Peacemaker

Lesson 8: The Freedom of Forgiveness
Reader’s Theater:  Whoops, Sploosh! And Pole No More

Characters:  
Leroy – proud of his fishing rod, a gift from his grandfather



Russell – Leroy’s little brother.


Narrator

Narrator:  Today we are going to learn what forgiveness means according to God’s word.  Let’s listen in as a boy gets himself into trouble and really NEEDS forgiveness from his brother. [Introduces characters]
Leroy:  Hey, Russell, look!  Grandpa just gave me his fishing pole.

Russell:  [In awe] Is that THE pole???

Leroy:  Yeah!  The very same pole that grandpa used to teach Dad how to fish.

Russell:  Oh wow!  That’s the same pole he used to teach us how to fish!

Leroy:  I know.  He gave it to me as a gift.  Do you want to go down to the lake with me and try it out?

Russell:  [Enviously] Only if you let me use it first, Big Brother!

Leroy: [Hesitating] Wel-l-l, if you’re careful. [Excitedly] Let’s go ask Mom and Dad if we can go now!

Narrator:  The boys’ parents gave them permission to go, so they grabbed a tackle box and headed down the hill to the lake. While Leroy went to catch a few grasshoppers for bait, Russell threw the fishing pole and tackle box into the rowboat.  He jumped in, pushed the boat away from the shore, and happily rowed to the middle of the lake.

Russell:  I think I can get a better cast if I stand up.

Narrator:  Leroy came back with the bait only to see his little brother standing in the rowboat.

Leroy:  [Yelling] Russell! Don’t stand up in the boat!
Russell:  [Yelling back] No problem, Leroy! I can handle it.

Narrator:  But after Russell’s fourth cast, the pole jerked.

Russell:  Hey!  I hooked a fish!

Narrator:  As he tried to reel it in, he lost his balance...

Russell:  Whooooooaaaaahhhhh!

Narrator:  ...and fell head-first into the lake.  When he surfaced he realized that Leroy’s pole was gone!  It had sunk to the bottom.

Russell:  [To himself] Oh no!  I lost the pole!  Leroy looks really mad.  What is going to do to me?

Narrator:  Tune in next time when you’ll hear Russell say...
Russell:  Leroy, I admit it was wrong to stand up in the boat.  I’m sure sorry I lost grandpa’s fishing pole, and I understand why I have to help buy a new one.  Will you please forgive me?
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