The Young Peacemaker

Lesson 7:  Five A’s for Resolving Conflict
Reader’s Theater:  Pointless Put-Downs

Characters:  
Connie  - loves softball, but mad that her team lost the game


Nikki – Nikki’s friend and teammate



Narrator


Miss Johnson – Connie and Nikki’s teacher
Cue card holder - [If performing in front of a live audience, create 4 

cue cards for audience participation:  Why? Yeah!  Did  not!  Did Too!]

Narrator:  Did you ever get in a fight with a close friend?  Maybe I should ask, “How many times have you ever gotten into a fight with a close friend?  What do you do to make the friendship work again?  Well, in today’s story you’ll hear two friends do what friends often do. Fight! And today is extra special because we need your help to be part of the story. [Introduces characters and asks the audience to follow cue card holder.  Have the audience practice with a few cards]

Connie:  I can’t believe we lost that game last night!  [Speaking directly to audience] And you wanna know why we lost that game?
Cue Card Holder: [Shows Why? card]
Audience: Why?
Connie:  I’ll tell you why. ‘Cause that Miss Nikki Butterfingers can’t catch, can’t hit, and can’t even run to first base without getting lost on the way!

Cue Card Holder: [Shows Yeah! card]

Audience: Yeah!

Nikki:  [Shouting] Maybe I made a few mistakes last night, but you wanna know why Connie’s really mad?

Cue Card Holder: [Shows Why card]
Audience: Why?

Nikki:  She’s jealous!

Connie:  What?

Nikki:  Maybe I can’t always hit or catch a ball well, but at least I pass my spelling tests?

Connie:  What??!!

Nikki: You’re just mad because I always get A’s on my spelling tests and you’re lucky if you keep them above C level.  Connie even has to check her own nametag to spell her name right.

Cue Card Holder: [Shows Yeah! card]

Audience: Yeah!

Connie:  You loser.

Nikki:  I didn’t make us lose the game!

Connie:  Did too!

Nikki:  Did not!

Cue Card Holder: [Alternately shows Did too! And Did not! getting the audience rowdy]

Miss Johnson:  [Interrupting loudly] What in the world is going on here??

Nikki:  Miss Johnson, Connie’s blaming me for losing the ball game!

Connie:  Nikki’s picking on me about my grades!

Nikki:  She started it!

Connie:  Nikki started it when she made us lose the ball game!
Nikki: I DID NOT!

Connie:  Did too!
Cue Card Holder: [Alternately shows Did too! And Did not! getting the audience rowdy]

Narrator:  [Interrupting] Tune in next time when you’ll hear Nikki and Connie say

Nikki:  The Blame Game just made our conflict worse.

Connie:  Yeah, now the whole class is in conflict. 

Nikki & Connie: Is there any way to resolve this?
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