The Young Peacemaker

Lesson 6:  Conflict is an Opportunity
Reader’s Theater:  Failing Family Fallout


Characters:  
Nacoma  - her heart is crushed by fear, worry, and confusion 


Nacoma’s mom – also hurt by the family’s situation


Narrator



Sound

Narrator:  A candle always looks brighter in a dark room than it does in a well-lit room.  Conflict is like that.  Conflict can make our life look very dark, but God wants us to see that every conflict comes with great opportunity.  [Introduces characters]  Let’s listen in quietly as Nacoma tries to deal with a very difficult situation. 
Nacoma:  [Crying softly] Dad.

Narrator:  Four weeks ago, Nacoma’s Dad had said goodbye.  

Nacoma:  He said that he and mom were having problems.

Narrator:  Nacoma’s Dad said that he was moving out of the house only for a little while.  

Nacoma:  Yeah, sure!  That’s what my friends’ parents said.  But they got divorced.

Narrator:  Fear, confusion, and anger ate at Nacoma’s heart.

Nacoma:  [Desparately] What am I going to do? 

Sound:  Knock on door
Mom:  [Muffled] Nacoma, may I come in?

Sound:  [Pause. Knock on door]

Mom: [Muffled] Nacoma, I want to talk to you.

Sound:  Door opening.

Mom:  I think we need to...

Nacoma: [Interrupting and shouting] I hope you’re satisfied!

Mom:  [Surprised] What?

Nacoma:  You’ve really done it this time.  This is all your fault, Mom.

Mom:  What are you talking about?

Nacoma:  [Louder each time] Nag! Nag! Nag! You’re always complaining about everything Dad does.

Mom:  Oh is that what this is all about.  Well let me tell you something.  Your father isn’t perfect, you know!

Nacoma:  In fact, neither one of us can do anything right, according to you!  If you didn’t nag Dad and me all the time, Dad would still be here.  [shouting] You wrecked our home!

Mom:  I did not wreck our home!  And even if I had tried, I couldn’t do it by myself!  When you are ready to talk about this in a reasonable way, let me know, Nacoma. Until then, I’ve got better things to do than to stand here and listen to this!

Sound:  Stomping out of room and door slamming.
Nacoma:  [Quietly] What am I going to do?

CAUTION:  This reader’s theater is serious.  It shows a daughter suffering from her parents’ separation.  Be sensitive to students’ family situations as you pick characters. Set an appropriate atmosphere before the presentation.
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