The Young Peacemaker

Lesson 5:  Playing the Blame Game
Reader’s Theater:  Bully Bumps and Blames

Characters:  
Nikki  - a very thirsty girl, and tired of being bullied by Sammie


Sammie – a girl who bullies others


Mr. Chung – their teacher 



Narrator



Sound

Narrator:  We often play the blame game after making a bad choice, because we want to avoid the consequences of a my-way choice. “What’s the blame game?” you ask. Well it just so happens we have a story today to teach you all about it. [Introduces characters]

All:  It’s soooo hot!

Nikki:  What a scorcher!

Sammie:  A heat wave!

Mr. Chung:  I can’t believe my students wanted to play soccer in this heat!

Narrator:  But that’s just what they did.  And now that the game is over, they need a drink.  Some students wait politely in line, like Nikki.

Nikki:  [Sweetly] I’ll just stand in line and wait for my turn.

Narrator:  And, some students, like Sammie, don’t.

Sammie:  [Roughly] Out of my way, Nich-o-las!

Nikki:  No way, [Mockingly] Sam-u-el!  I was here first!

Sammie:  Samuel?  I’m no boy! [Snarling] Now get out of my way, Ol’ Saint Nich-o-las! I’m thirsty.  [Grunting as if pushing Nikki]
Nikki:  I’m [Grunting as if pushing back] not [Grunt] giving [Grunt] cuts!

Sound:  Falling

Sammie:  Ow!! My glasses!  Look what you did to my glasses?

Sound:  Quick footsteps

Mr. Chung:  What’s going on here?
Sammie:  Mr. Chung, Nikki is being mean to me!  She pushed me out of line and broke my glasses.
Mr. Chung:  Is that true, Nikkie?

Nikki: No! Sammie started it. She called me a name and cut in front of me so she could get a drink first.

Sammie:  [Interrupting] No, sir! I was there first.

Nikki:  [Shouting & interrupting] You liar!  You’re always pushing everyone around.

Mr. Chung:  [Interrupting] All right, that’s enough. You girls will have to go to the principal’s office to work this one out. I have to get back to class.
All:  Tune in next time when you’ll hear Nikki say...

Nikki:  It’s all her fault.  Isn’t it?
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