The Young Peacemaker

Lesson 4: Making Choices the Wise Way
Reader’s Theater:  Oh No, Forgot to Mow!

Characters:  
Carlos – Loves basketball, but forgets to mow the lawn


Matt – Carlos’ friend and favorite basketball buddy



Sound



Narrator

Narrator:  Choices and consequences go together like two sides of a coin.  How can we choose in a way that gets us good consequences?  That takes what the Bible calls wisdom.  God has given us lots of wise instructions in order to help us stay on top of the slippery slope.  Listen to today’s story and see what kind of choice this boy is about to make.  [Introduces characters]
Sound:  Sound of spoon scraping cereal bowl.
Narrator:  Carlos was up bright and early Saturday morning.  He was just finishing up his breakfast.

Carlos:  Yes! YYYeeeeesss! Nothing like basketball on a Saturday morning to make me want to get up early.

Sound:  Phone ringing
Carlos:  Hello?

Matt:  I just wanted to make sure you were up.  You know we’re going to the gym to play basketball today.

Carlos:  Oh, hi Matt. I’m already up and just finished my breakfast. I wouldn’t miss our game for anything.  After all, we’ve been planning all week to do this right?

 Matt:  Right.  See ya.

Carlos:  Later.

Sound:  Hanging up phone
Carlos:  [To himself] Now I just have to wash the dishes and find my ball.

Sound:  Dishes being collected.  Knock on door.

Carlos:   Come in!

Matt:  Hi, Carlos.

Carlos:  Hi, Matt.  You didn’t have to call.  You live next door, you know.

Matt:  I know, but basketball [sound:  bouncing ball] is just too important to take chances.  Hey, can I help you wash those dishes so we can get going?
Carlos:  Ok, thanks. 
Sound:  dishes clinking water sloshing

Carlos: Hmmm... What’s this?
Matt:  Looks like a note.  Who’s it from?
Carlos:  My dad.  [Pause]  Uh oh.

Matt:  What?

Carlos:  [Reading note]  Dear Carlos, you said you would mow the lawn yesterday, but I noticed it’s still not done.  You need to do it before you go play basketball today.  [Loudly]  Awwww, man!  That’ll take at least an hour!  This is not the way I wanted to spend my morning.
Matt:  [upset] Carlos, you know we’ve been planning this all week.

Carlos:  And I don’t want to let that dumb lawn get in the way of my fun.

Narrator:  Tune in next time when you’ll hear Matt say...
Matt:  So Carlos, what’s it gonna be?  [temptingly] Lawn or basketball?
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