The Young Peacemaker

Lesson 3:  Choices Have Consequences
Reader’s Theater:  Tardy for the Party


Characters:  
Tameka  - A girl who will not take her mom’s reminder seriously


Jenny – Tameka’s sister


Mom – of Tameka & Jenny



Narrator
Narrator:  Last time, we focused on how choices are related to conflict.  Today we hear a story about Tameka who got a consequence for a choice she made.  [Introduce actors]  
Mom:  Tameka, Jenny, don’t forget we’re going out for pizza after your brother’s baseball game tonight.
Narrator:  This was the big game.  Tameka and Jenny’s little brother Chadwick was playing in the city championship baseball game, and the whole family planned to be there to cheer for his team.
Tameka:  [Impatiently] Come on, Jenny.  Let’s go.

Narrator:  But before the game, Tameka and Jenny were going to visit their friend Sarah for some fun of their own.

Tameka:  [Even more impatiently] Jenny!  We’re never going to get there.

Jenny:  Ok, Ok.  I’m coming.

Mom:  Girls, now listen to me. [Slowly and carefully] Be home by 5:30.  We want to get to the baseball field by 6.

Jenny: [Cheerfully] Yes, Mom.

Tameka:  [Muttering] Yeah, sure.

Narrator:  The girls were having so much fun at Sarah’s house [Girls giggle and whisper], when Jenny noticed the time.

Jenny:  Uh oh, gotta go.  Come on Tameka.

Tameka: Just a minute, I’m having too much fun.

Jenny:  You know Mom said we needed to be home by 5:30.

Tameka:  You go. I’m going to stay here just a little longer.  Besides, Mom and Dad will wait until I get home to go to the game.

Jenny:  Suit yourself, but I’m going home now.

Narrator:  Finally, at six o’clock, Tameka decided that she needed to go home.  When she walked in her own front door, the house was unusually quiet.

Tameka:  Where is everybody?

Narrator:  She found a note from her parents

Mom: [Reading the note]  Dear Tameka,  We have gone to Chadwick’s game and then we are going out for pizza. I called Sarah’s mother, and she said you were still playing in their back yard.  
Mom & Tameka: [Voices together, Mom’s fading, Tameka’s growing] Since you knew what time to be home, and you chose not to be here...

Tameka: [pause...shocked] we left without you!!??  [With increasing disbelief] They left without me!!??  [Continuing note] We made arrangements for Jody Larson to stay with you for the evening. She will be here a little after six o’clock. We told her not to allow [pause] ...not to allow 
Mom & Tameka: [Voices together, Tameka’s fading, Mom’s growing] any TV, videos, or computer games tonight. 
Mom: [Sadly] We are feeling sad that you won’t be with us tonight, but as you know, in our family choices have consequences.  Love, Mom and Dad
Tameka:  [Sighing] Oh, no.

Narrator:  Tameka received a consequence for her choice to come home late.  
Tameka:  And it’s not fair!
Narrator:  She may feel that her parents are being unfair, but she needs to learn that [Slowly] choices have consequences.  Tune in next time when you’ll hear Tameka say...
Tameka: [Sadly] This is the way my parents show me they love me.
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