The Young Peacemaker

Lesson 1: Conflict is a Slippery Slope
Reader’s Theater:  Twisted Ten Speed


Characters:  
Kent – who just got a new bike.


James – Kent’s best friend



Narrator

Narrator:  Here’s a story about two boys having a fight.  [Introduces actors].  At the end of our story we’ll ask you if the way they responded helped resolve the problem or make it worse.

Narrator:  Kent couldn’t wait to show James his new mountain bike.  He was so proud of it – he had saved for two years to get enough money to buy just the one he wanted. As he saw his best friend James walking up the sidewalk, Kent hopped on his new bike and rode down the sidewalk to meet him.

James:  [Surprised] Wow! What a cool bike, Kent!  So this is why you wouldn’t spend any extra money.

Kent: [Grinning] Now that I have a bike like yours we can ride everywhere together. Let’s start by riding back to school. I forgot to bring home my jacket this afternoon.

James:  [Enthusiastically] YES!

Narrator:  When they got to school, they left their bikes at the end of the parking lot. While Kent went inside to get his jacket, he assumed that James would watch the bikes. While James was waiting for him, he heard some kids playing basketball, so he went around the corner to see the game. A few minutes later he heard...

Kent:  AAAAAAAaaaaaaaauuuuuuggggggghhhhhhh!!!!!!

Narrator: James went running back to where they had left their bikes in the parking lot. Kent’s bike was lying on the ground all bent and twisted.

Kent:  [Yelling] My new bike!!!  What happened to my bike, James?

James:  I don’t know what happened. I was only gone for a minute.

Kent:  Someone smashed it to pieces, that’s what happened. And it’s your fault. You should have been watching it.

James:  Listen!  It’s not my fault!  I can’t help it if somebody wrecked your bike. It’s not fair to blame me for this!

Kent:  Well, all I know is I left my bike with you and now it’s all bent and scratched up. I want it replaced, so you’d better figure out how to come up with the money to get me a new bike!  [Stomps away]
Narrator:  With that, Kent stormed away, leaving behind a confused and angry James.
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