The Young Peacemaker

Lesson 12: Making a Respectful Appeal
Reader’s Theater:  Doubt About the Route

Characters:  
Tameka – loves to be helpful


Tameka’s mom – has planned a family vacation


Connie – needs someone to help her with her newspaper route


Narrator

Narrator:  Here’s a story about a girl in a tough situation.  Let me introduce our characters. [Introduces characters] In today’s story if Tameka says the right thing to Connie, she can stop a conflict before it even starts.  At the end of the story, we’ll ask you to give Tameka advice.

Connie:  Tameka, you know I’m going to camp for a week.

Tameka:  That sounds fun.

Connie:  And you know I deliver newspapers every day.

Tameka:  Yeah, you’ve had this paper route for a year now.

Connie:  Well, I need someone to deliver my papers for me, [slowly] and I thought...

Tameka:  [Interrupting excitedly] You mean you want me to do it?!

Connie: Yeah.

Tameka:  Oh wow!  Thanks Connie, I’d love to help you out.

Connie:   You’re a real friend. And you know you get to keep the money for that week.

Tameka:  That makes it even better.  Ummm...the only thing is...I don’t know where to deliver the papers.

Connie:  That’s no problem.  You come deliver papers with me next week and you’ll learn the route.  It’s not that hard.

Tameka:  Ok!  [Building excitement] I can’t wait to tell my parents that I’ve got a job!  They’ll be so proud of me! [Voice fading as if walking away] I’d better get home, Connie. Bye!
Narrator:  But Tameka did not get the reaction she thought she would from her parents.
Mom:  Tameka, you can’t deliver papers for Connie that week.

Tameka:  Why not?

Mom:  Did you forget?  

Tameka:  Forget what?

Mom: Dad has made arrangements to take his vacation that week.  We’re going to the beach.  

Tameka:  [shocked] Oh no!

Mom:  We’ve already have our reservations.

Tameka:  I forgot all about our vacation!  [Moaning] But I promised Connie, Mom!

Mom:  You should have talked with us before you promised.  Connie will have to find someone else to help her.

Tameka:  But I don’t want to lose my friend.

Narrator:  How should Tameka choose to handle this problem?  Should she a, get angry and blame her parents...
Tameka:  Mom, this is all your fault.  You just won’t let me grow up and have a job!

Narrator:  Or b, lie to Connie about why she can’t do the paper route.
Tameka:  Connie, I know this is hard to believe, but I just got this severe allergy to newspaper ink.  Just thinking about newspapers makes my skin all itchy.

Narrator:  Or c, let Connie believe she’ll cover the route, then go on vacation anyway...

Tameka:  Have a great time at camp, Connie!  Don’t worry about the route.  [To herself] I won’t be worrying either.  I’ll be at the beach.

Narrator:  Or d, something else?
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