The Young Peacemaker

Lesson 11: The Communication Pie
Reader’s Theater:  Canoe Blues Continues

Characters:  
Carlos – still upset about his dad forgetting his promise 


Dad – still clueless about why Carlos is upset


Narrator



Sound

Narrator:  Today we welcome back Carlos and his Dad [Introduces actors].  You might remember how disappointed Carlos was when his Dad forgot his promise to take him canoeing. You might also remember that even though Carlos did apologize for speaking disrespectfully, he still hasn’t told his Dad how he’s really feeling.  In today’s story, Carlos gets another chance to let his dad know why he’s so upset.  Let’s see how he does today.
Dad:  [Calling from a distance] Carlos.
Carlos:  [Sigh]

Narrator:  Carlos sat on the back steps of his house.  He felt so sorry for himself.

Dad: [As if calling from a distance] Carlos.

Carlos:  I’m out here, Dad. 

Sound:  Door opening
Dad: [As if getting closer] Carlos?

Carlos:  [Sadly] Yeah?  What do you want?

Dad:  What’s the matter with you?  You look like you lost your best friend.

Narrator:  That’s exactly how Carlos felt; as if he had lost his best friend – his dad!  But he didn’t know how to say it.

Carlos:  [Mumbling to  himself] I wonder if I’ll ever be as important to Dad as his work.

Dad:  What?

Carlos: [Pouting] Oh, nothin’!

Dad:  I wish you’d tell me what’s bothering you.

Narrator:  Suddenly Carlos had an idea.  

Carlos:  [To himself] I hope, I hope, I hope.  [Cheerfully to his dad]  Hey, Dad!  I have an idea!  Since we can’t go on our canoe trip today, how about if we go next Saturday?
Dad:  No, Carlos, I have to work late every night this week and next Saturday, too.

Carlos:  Please, Dad?

Dad:  [Impatiently] This is an important project I’m working on and...

Carlos:  [Interrupting] Why can’t we ever do fun things together?

Dad: I have to finish this work project before the end of...

Carlos: [Interrupting and yelling] Why is it always work, work, work with you?

Dad:  [Yelling] Carlos, get off my case!  You’re always complaining about my job!  I get more respect at the office.  [Stuttering] I...I...[Pause, then frustrated] I’m going to work!

Sound:  Stepping sounds fading, door opening and shutting, car starting and driving away.
Narrator:  Tune in next time when you’ll hear Carlos say...
Carlos:  Oooohhhhhh!  I did it again.
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