The Young Peacemaker

Lesson 10: Think Before You Speak
Reader’s Theater:  Cancelled Canoe Blues 

Characters:  
Carlos – really wants his dad to take him canoeing


Dad – lets his work get in the way of spending time with his son


Narrator



Sound

Narrator:  Let me introduce you to Carlos and his Dad [Introduces actors].  In today’s story, Carlos has some strong thoughts and feelings that his Dad really needs to know about.  At the end of the story, be prepared to share whether you think Carlos’ communication helped to solve the problem or make it worse.

Carlos:  [excitedly] I thought this day would never come.  It’s finally here!  Dad won’t forget this time.  He promised to take me canoeing today, and I’ve almost got all the gear packed.

Sound:  Phone ringing
Dad: [answering phone; as if from another room] I’d be happy to come to the office this morning, Mr. Perez.  

Narrator:  Anger and disappointment grew inside of Carlos as he overheard his father’s phone conversation with his boss.  

Dad: No, Mr. Perez, I don’t have any plans for the weekend anyway.  We’ll get that project done on time yet!

Carlos:  [To himself] How could Dad have forgotten?!  He promised to take me canoeing today.  [Getting angrier] This is the third time this summer that Dad has broken his promise to take me out in our new canoe!
Narrator:  Carlos had a habit of holding his thoughts and feelings inside, so it was hard for his family to understand him at times.  This morning was no different during breakfast.

Sound:  Breakfast sounds like pouring cereal and milk, scraping cereal bowls, chewing and drinking sounds, and such.  These sounds continue through Dad’s next line.

 Dad:  Good morning, Carlos.  Sleep well?  [Pause, then trying to be cheerful] Uh, looks like a beautiful day out there doesn’t it?  [Pause]  Well, I’ll be going to work this morning. Got a big project to work on. [Pause ]  Carlos, is there something wrong?

Carlos:  [Loud and snarling] No!  Besides, you wouldn’t care if there was!

Sound:  Stomping that fades away and door slamming
Dad:  No son of mine is going to speak to me like that!

Sound:  Stomping that fades away and door opening
Dad:  Now you listen here son!  You have no right to speak to me like that!  You go to your room for being so disrespectful.

Narrator:  Carlos went to his room and threw himself on his bed.

Carlos:  [Grumbling to himself] So much for a fun day canoeing.  I should have known he wouldn’t remember our plans. 
Narrator:  Tune in next time when you’ll hear Carlos say...
Carlos:  Maybe I should tell Dad what’s really bothering me.  But how?
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